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MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of this council is to identify the needs, concerns, and issues of older adults (60 years of age and older) in Arapahoe County.  To plan, advise and advocate for services which will best meet these needs by enlisting, encouraging, cooperating and coordinating within the community.

The Arapahoe County Council on Aging was organized in 1975 as the official spokesman for the county’s older population and to represent agencies and organizations serving older people.  It was founded as a result of the Older Americans Act of 1965 as amended.

2017 OFFICERS
PRESIDENT:    
Linda Haley, Division Manager, Arapahoe County Housing, Community Development, and Senior Resources
VICE PRESIDENT:  
Krista Keller, UnitedHealthcare, Medicare Solutions
TREASURER:    

Tony Ramos, Alta Prime Assisted Living Administrator
SECRETARY:   

Sarah Cornella, Brain Injury Alliance of Colorado, In Person Case Manager
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PAST YEAR
Held our Annual January “GET TOGETHER” on Monday, January 23rd  in the dining room of Caley Ridge Assisted Living Facility, 9350 E Caley Avenue, Englewood.  A light lunch was provided to approximately sixty-five guests prior to the program.  The presentation for the event was a discussion of services available to seniors in Arapahoe County. Featured speakers were: District 1 Arapahoe County Commissioner Kathleen Conti, Centennial Mayor Cathy Noon, Littleton Mayor Bruce Beckman and Greenwood Village Mayor Ron Rakowsky. The speakers focused on issues and solutions for meeting the needs of seniors within their communities.
ACCOA Officers and Committee Chairs for 2017 were installed.  
Joined with Adams County Aging Network (ACAN) and Tri-Valley Seniors Association to hold a “Joint Meeting” on June 26th from 12:00 pm to 2:30 pm at the Byers American Legion Hall.  A luncheon was enjoyed by the 52 attendees.  Following introductions, the program was presented by Ellen Coffey, a Volunteer with the Colorado Talking Book Library, who discussed the services provided by the library. These services include free service audio, Braille, large-print books and magazines and serves those who are blind, vision impaired and print disabled.  She explained that many people do not realize that 'print disability' includes those with MS, Parkinson's, stroke patients as well as arthritis, chemo, dialysis and surgical patients.  CTBL serves more than 7,000 people annually and is a fully bilingual service. A question and answer session followed the program and several people completed applications.

Increased support of the Arapahoe County Eastern Plains by collecting and delivering non-perishable items to the CARES Food Bank in Strasburg.  Subsequent to the Annual Joint Meeting in Byers Linda Haley, President of ACCOA, delivered the items that were collected as a part of the Arapahoe County Council on Aging Outreach Program.  In addition to collections from ACCOA members, outside organizations and businesses had been encouraged to contribute to the program.
SPECIAL PROJECTS
Continued to expand the criteria to be developed by ACCOA representatives participating in the ACCOA Speakers’ Bureau.
Increased the number of topics and speakers utilized in the ACCOA Speakers’ Bureau.  

Distributed ACCOA and Speaker’s Bureau brochures to local organizations to be shared with their members and networking contacts.
Participated in Senior Health and Resource events throughout the County.

Represented Arapahoe County on the DRCOG Advisory Committee on Aging.  
Three members of ACCOA, Barbara Boyer, Cathy Noon, and Anne Gross, represented Arapahoe County on the DRCOG Advisory Committee on Aging (ACA). The ACA meets with members of DRCOG’s Area Agency on Aging (AAA) monthly to review the ongoing work of the AAA. The mission of AAA is to provide information and assistance to help seniors in the eight county Denver area secure the community services they need to maintain independent living. In addition to attending the meetings, Anne Gross served on the funding subcommittee, which reviewed funding applications for both federal grant money under the Older Americans Act as well as state money. 

An important responsibility of the ACA members was to report on the ongoing work of the AAA at the monthly ACCOA meetings. 

Provided website information concerning our services and mission. The website, www.accoa.info, affords public access to various sources of information about ACCoA as well as on-line resources that are available for seniors. The site also provides Speaker’s Bureau program listings for various sites, the ACCoA calendar of events, meeting dates, program topics, list of Officers and Committee Chairs, minutes of past meetings, By-Laws, the Annual Reports, and means of contact.

Maintained an email data base of service providers, vendors and seniors.  During the year, information has been distributed concerning consumer alerts on scams against seniors, the potential effects of budget deficits relative to senior programs, requests for action by agencies,  monthly meeting information and minutes along with appropriate notices relative to senior issues.
Made available resource counseling to callers and email contacts through the ACCoA Administrative Coordinator office and referrals to other agencies. Contacts are made throughout the year by people requesting assistance with everything from locating help with snow removal, housing, transportation, financial assistance for equipment, legal assistance referrals, “bait and switch” problems, and in-home care, to such things as needing “senior friendly” places to meet with other people.  Grown children, family members and concerned friends who live out of state call the ACCOA phone number to determine what resources are available for their seniors living in Arapahoe County. Calls and emails are received and returned daily.  In past years the most prevalent request has been for transportation information. 2017 has been the year of housing problems with a substantial number of seniors losing their housing due to dramatically increased rents, many of which have resulted in evictions and a lack of affordable housing.
PROVIDED EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS
January -  
Mayors, City and County representatives spoke of projects, events
and updates relative to the senior issues in their cities.
February -  
Speaker:  Nancy Steinfurth, Executive Director of Liver Health Connection

Topic:    Where most cancers in the U.S. are on the decline, liver cancer is on the rise.  Undiagnosed hepatitis C is the primary reason for this increase in liver cancer.
March -
Speaker:  Sylvia Cordy, Program Director for the ROAD (Reaching Older Adult Drivers) Program
Topic:      CarFit®  checkups, designed to give seniors hands-on experience to help them feel more comfortable, fit well in their cars, and stay in control behind the wheel so that they can drive longer and safer.

April -
Speaker:
Kerry Hildreth, MD, Assistant Professor, Geriatric Medicine, University of Colorado School of Medicine

Topic:  
Over the Counter Medications, Vitamins and Supplements: How to Use Them Safely

Over-the-counter medications, vitamins and supplements are often considered “safer” than prescription medications, but they can be harmful in many older adults.  This presentation explained why older adults need to be especially careful with these common products, and how they can use them more safely.
May -

Speaker:    
Jayla Sanchez Warren, Director of the Area Agency on Aging
Topic:     
Jayla discussed the Demographics of Aging in Arapahoe County, funding streams, and services provided by the Area Agency on Aging.  This was a great opportunity to learn about the increasing variety of services offered through the Area Agency on Aging.

June -

Speaker:
Ellen Coffey, Colorado Talking Book Library Volunteer 
Topic:

Services provided by the library
July -

Speaker: 
 Brittany Polson, Wish Manager, Wish of a Lifetime
 
Topic: 

Wish of a Lifetime and why it is important to value senior citizens in our society. 
August -
Speaker:  
Alison L Joucovsky MA LPC, Executive Director, Sunshine Home Share

Topic: 

Sunshine home share Colorado is a program safely and thoughtfully connecting senior home providers with empty space in their homes with someone needing an affordable place to live, trading supportive service for affordable rent. Sunshine is a best practices social service model and the first nonprofit home share program in the state.
September -
Speaker:  
Chris Ward, Regional Manager of Denver Metro for IDShield

Topic:   
"Protect Your Identity Day" -  Identity theft
October -
Speaker: 
 Dr. Mark Montano
Topic: 

Urgent Care vs. ER
November -
Area Agency on Aging: State Health Insurance Assistance Program Presented by DRCOG

The principal endeavor for the Arapahoe County Council on Aging in 2017 was the ongoing advancement, growth and refinement of the Speakers’ Bureau, The Dynamics of Aging Informational Series.  The ACCOA Speakers’ Bureau is one of our primary avenues for outreach in the community and sharing of resource material not only with those who currently need it but with others who can continue to spread the information.  The Speakers’ Bureau section of the Community Awareness Committee focused on increasing the topics provided by the program along with additional speakers who are well versed in each topic.  The mission statement of the Speaker’s Bureau program is:                                        
The mission of the Arapahoe County Council on Aging (ACCoA) is to identify the needs, concerns, and issues of adults 60 and over in Arapahoe County and meet these needs through education, collaboration and coordination in the community.  This Speakers’ Bureau is designed to share information to groups about the many community services and resources available when older citizens are preparing for dynamic aging or if they are caring for someone in immediate need of information regarding aging.
The Community Awareness Committee consists of:

Co-Chairs:

Mona Gardner, Speakers’ Bureau


Krista Keller, Special Events

Standing Committee:


Barbara Lotze, Contributions Chair



Linda Haley, Eastern Plains Food Bank/Project Chair (ACCoA president)


Larry Clarke


Sharon Hill            
            Sheila Pizarro, ACCoA Administrator and Member-at-large
Committee Meeting Activities:
The committee met in December, 2016 and twice in January, 2017 with designer Rob Nelson, of Nelson’s Design.  Rob is redesigning the ACCoA logo and brochures.  Several logo options and a mock brochure were previewed. The January meeting focused on discussion, previewing and possible completion date for the new brochures.

The committee met in February with a focus on welcoming four new speakers and 3 new topics to our Speakers’ Bureau listing.
SPEAKERS’ BUREAU
Buck Recreation Center

These seminars are held on the Second Wednesday of each month, from 11:15 – 12:30 at Buck Recreation Center, 2004 W. Powers Avenue, Littleton, CO 80120.   Participants for the sessions ranged from 6 – 15 persons.  Refreshments were served by members from various ACCoA membership organizations. 
January:
Aging and its Financial Implications—Planning for Housing. Presented by Gary Keyfauver, Financial Consultant, SAGE Financial Strategies.  
February:
Resources for Caregivers in a world of Alzheimer and Dementia.  Presented by Gary Keyfauver, Financial Consultant, SAGE Financial Strategies.
March:
Brainworks: Strength Training for your Brain.  Presented by Gary Keyfauver, Financial Consultant, Sage Financial Strategies.
April:
Mediation and Conflict Resolution.  Presented by Ryan M. Thompson, Mediation Progam Coordinator of City of Littleton.
May:
The Truth about Preparing your Home for “Staying Put”.  Presented by Larry Clarke, CRS, CSHP Equity Colorado Real Estate.
June:           
Driving Safety.  Presented by Jan Douglas, Experienced Driver Coordinator of DRIVE SMART.
July:       
Special Program from the Buck Center offered this month.  No program from ACCoA.
August:
Six Common Myths about Meals on Wheels. Presented by Anne Gross, Representative from TLC Meals on Wheels.
September:
Famous Estates. Presented by Elizabeth Mitchell, Partner, Ambler, Keenan, Mitchell, and Johnson Law Offices.
October:
Healthy Living for your Brain and Body: Tips from the Latest Research.   Presented by Karen Harris, Community Education Coordinator, Alzheimer’s Association of Colorado. Refreshments provided by Paula Hillman, Reverse Mortgage Planner.  FAIRWAY Independent Mortgage Corporation.
November:
Mediation and Conflict Resolution.  Presented by Ryan M. Thompsaon, Mediation Program Coordinator of City of Littleton.  Refreshments provided by Paula Hillman, Reverse Mortgage Planner.  FAIRWAY Independent Mortgage Corporation.
December:
Colorado Talking Books.  Presented by Barbara Jaynes, Positively-Funded Purpose Driven Projects.   Refreshments provided by Paula Hillman, Reverse Mortgage Planner.  FAIRWAY Independent Mortgage Corporation.

Mission Viejo Library
These sessions are held the second and fourth Tuesday of the month from 1:00 – 2:15.
January:          The Truth about Preparing your Home for “Staying Put”.  Presented by Larry Clark, Certified Senior Housing Professional, Equity Colorado Real Estate.

February:         The Healthy Heart.  Presented by Dana Patten and Staff, Regional Director, Active Rx.

                        Alternative Therapies for Arthritis. Presented by Lisa Weinstraub, Community Engagement Director/NW Region, Rocky Mountain Arthritis Foundation.

March:
Disaster/Emergency Preparedness for Seniors.  Presented by Brandon Lenderink, Office of City Management, City of Aurora.

                        Elder Abuse and Exploitation.  Presented by Barbara Martin-Worley, Office of Fraud Prevention, 18th Judicial District Attorney’s Office.

April:
Brainworks: Strength Training for your Brain.  Presented by Gary Keyfauver, Financial Consultant, SAGE Financial Strategies, an affiliate of Raymond James Financial Planners.

May:
Wills and Trusts. Presented by Elizabeth Mitchell, Partner Ambler, Keenan, Mitchell, and Johnson law offices.

                        Veterans Services, Presented by Tim Westphal, Arapahoe County Veterans Services officer.

June:
Social Security.  Presented by Randy Anderson, Owner, R.J. Anderson Financial, L.L.C.


Medicare 101. Presented by Krista Keller.  Representative. United HealthCare

July:
The Truth about Reverse Mortgages. Presented by Larry Clarke, CRS, CSHP, Certified Senior Housing Professional, Equity Colorado Real Estate.


Resources for Caregivers in a World of Alzheimer’s and Dementia. Presented by Gary Keyfauver, Financial Consultant, SAGE Financial Securities, affiliate of Raymond James Financial Planners.
September:      Colorado Talking Books. Presented by Barbara Jaynes, Positively Funded: Purpose Driven Project Funding.
October:          Medical Equipment Loan Closet. Presented by Donna Ralston, Volunteer, 

South Metro Medical Equipment Loan Closet.

Alternative Therapies for Arthritis.  Presented by Lisa Weinstraub, Mountain States Colorado Arthritis Foundation.

Tallyn’s Reach Library
These Free Programs were offered on the first Monday of each month, from 11:00-12:00 at the Tallyn’s Reach Library.
May:

Five Wishes.  Presented by Cheryl Neumayer, representative, Brookdale   

                        Hospice.

June:

Brainworks: Strength Training for your Brain.  Presented by Gary 

                         Keyfauver, SAGE Financial Strategies, affiliate of Raymond James   

                         Financial Planners.

July:                  Addressing Long-term Care.  Presented by Gary Keyfauver, SAGE 

                         Financial Strategies, affiliate of Raymond James Financial Planners.

August:             Medicare 101.  Presented by Krista Keller, United HealthCare.

Prime Timers
These programs were presented as part of the Monday, 1:00 – 2:00 meeting of the Prime Timer group, sponsored by Centennial Rotary Club.

April:

Common Frauds and Scams. Presented by Barbara Martin-Worley, Fraud 

                         Prevention Officer, 18th Judicial District Attorney’s Office.

June:

Wills and Trusts.  Presented by Elizabeth Mitchell, Partner in Ambler, 

                        Keenan, Mitchell and Johnson Law Offices.

August:            Brainworks: Strength Training for your Brain.  Presented by Gary 

                         Keyvauver, SAGE Financial Strategies, affiliate of Raymond James 

                         Financial Planners.

Aurora Gateway Rotary  Club

These programs were presented as part of the Friday, 7:15 – 8:30 meeting of the Aurora Gateway Rotary Club.

April:

What Happens to my Facebook when I Die?  The Changing Landscape of 

                        Digital Assets.  Presented by Molly Zwerdlinger, of Ambler, Keenan, 

                        Mitchell, and Johnson, LLC.

July:                 Brainworks:  Strength Training for you Brain.  Presented by Gary 

                         Keyfauver, SAGE Financial Industries, affiliate of Raymond James 

                         Financial Planners.

August:             Common Frauds and Scams.  Presented by Barbara Martin-Worley, 

                          Fraud Prevention Offices, 18th Judicial District Attorney’s Office. 

Aurora Central Library

These programs were presented as part of the summer series of lectures held at the library.
July:

Medicare 101.  Presented by Krista Keller, representative, United HealthCare                  

August:             Veterans Services. Presented by Tim Westphal, Veterans Services 

                          Officer, Arapahoe County.

September:         Wills and Trusts.  Presented by Elizabeth Mitchell, Partner, Ambler, 

                           Keenan, Mitchell, and Johnson, LLC.

The E-9er’s Association

These programs were presented as part of the 4th Wednesday, 11:30 meeting of the E-9er’s Association.
June:

  Addressing Long-Term Care.  Presented by Leslie Garski, AKA 

                          Adivsors.


November:         Arapahoe County Council on Aging.  Presented by Sharon Hill, Past 

                           President of ACCoA.

Rodef Shalom

These programs were presented as part of the monthly series of lectures on a variety of topics offered by Rodef Shalom.  Even though the facility is located in Denver County, it is thought that enough residents of Arapahoe County attend services there to warrant presentations from ACCoA.
January:
Five Wishes.  Presented by Cheryl Neumayer, Hospice Care Coordinator, 

                        Brookdale Hospice.

February:        Social Security.  Presented by Randy Anderson, Owner, R.J. Anderson 



Financial, LLC.
March:

Decluttering.  Presented by Judity Houlding, Space Editing Professional 

                        Organizers.

National Association of Active & Retired Federal Employees (NARFE)

These programs were offered as part of the monthly meeting of the association members on Monday, from 12:00 – 12:45.

February:
The Basics: Memory Loss, Dementia and Alzheimer’s.  Presented by 



Karen Harris, Community Outreach, Alzheimer’s Association of Colorado.
March:             Healthy Living for your Brain and Body: Tips from the Latest Research.



Presented by Karen Harris, Community Outreach, Alzheimer’s 

                        Association of Colorado.

April:                Know the Ten Signs of Alzheimer’s:  Early Detection Matters. Karen 

                         Harris, Community Outreach, Alzheimer’s Association of Colorado.

Malley Senior Center

This program was offered as part of the Free Lecture monthly series offered by the Malley Senior Center.

February:
Transportation Issues in Arapahoe County.  Presented by Linda Haley, 

                        President, ACCoA and Arapahoe County Community Resources  

                        Department.
Individual Community Programs 
Because of the nature of the programs that were asked for from the Bemis Library in 

Littleton and the Inside Sales Specialist of Garden Plaza of Aurora, these two programs

were not scheduled through ACCoA.  However, the Speakers’ Bureau provided the 

contacts for these programs, Karen Harris of the Alzheimer’s Association and The Fall 

Prevention Series of Classes entitled “A Matter of Balance”.

SPECIAL EVENTS:
Representatives from ACCoA worked or attended the following special events:

March 15:

Krista Keller, ACCoA VP, attended Senior Day at the Capitol

April 13:
Krista Keller manned a booth at the Malley Senior Center Active Adult Fair

April, May and June:  Collection of non-perishable food items or King Sooper’s gift 

                                    cards to be delivered to the CARES Food Bank in Strasburg, CO

May and June:            

May 5:                        Linda Haley manned a booth at the Buck Center Active Adult Expo

June 20:

Krista Keller attended the Aurora Health Access Forum

June 24:                      Krista Keller attended the Salute to Seniors event

June 26:                      Several members attended the ACCoA meeting with the Eastern 

                                    Plains group in Byers, CO.    The food collected during April, 

                                    May, and June was delivered. The speaker for that event was 

                                    Ellen Coffey, Volunteer with the Colorado Talking Book Library

                                    where services provided by the library were discussed.

September 9:

Krista Keller and Linda Haley manned a booth at the Centennial 

                                    Car Show/Senior Resource Fair

September 15:             Linda Haley attended the Seniors in September Educational & Resource Fair at
Denver Botanic Gardens                             .

Report on Goals originated in 2016 and Continued as Goals for 2017: 

Continued these goals from 2016:
**
Gather contacts and mailings for fraternal and service organizations in the area.
 **
Locate additional places for Speakers’ to share information such as HOA Groups, 

            recreational facilities, and groups representing various cities within Arapahoe 

            County. 
**
Implement the Series of Already Chosen Programs at Buck Recreation Center, 

            Tallyn’s Reach Library, The E-9er’s Association, Prime Timers, Aurora Central 

             Library, Aurora Gateway Rotary, and Mission Viejo Library should they be 

             requested.
**  
Confirm an interest in partnering with (and continuing to partner with) the 

            following entities within the community:

a. Mission Viejo Library  

b. Heritage Eagle Bend, Aurora  
c. Specialized clubs such as AAUW, League of Women Voters, etc. 

d. Aurora Center for Active Adults, Aurora  
e. Malley Senior Recreation Center, Englewood  
f. Buck’s Recreation Center, Littleton 
g. Buckley Air Base, (Health & Human Services) Aurora 
h. 50 Plus Market Place 

i. My Prime Time News 

j. Centennial Senior Commission, Centennial 
k. Service Clubs and Churches of Arapahoe County 

l. Bemis Public Library, Littleton

m. Tallyn’s Reach Library

n. E-9er’s Association

o. NARFE Organization

**
 Speculated Special Events

a. Strasburg Food Bank, September (Linda Haley, Chair)

b. Christmas Gift Event Nov/Dec (Barb Lotze, Chair)

c.  Marketing Design: ‘Single Event’ flyers for each Speakers’ Series

d. “Eating Event’ at the last meeting of each speakers’ series
**
Marketing ACCoA  
**
Combined Speakers’ Bureau and the Special Events Committees for a stronger 

            Base-support.  Members of this newly formed committee are:





Larry Clarke



Mona Gardner, Speakers Bureau Chair





Krista Keller, Special Events Chair



Sharon Hill





Members-at-Large:  Linda Haley, President of ACCoA

                        Sheila Pizarro, ACCoA Administrator

**
Provide a “Good-Will” Story for the regular monthly meeting of ACCoA
**
Update of ACCoA website

**
Try to form a partnership with the Arapahoe Library System by:

a. Quarterly staffing Arapahoe Library events.  These events need not be focused solely on Seniors. However, Seniors are the priority target.  Because of the reopening, Sheridan Library should be a major focus.

b. Review current library events of which ACCoA may be a part.

c. E-mail Community Awareness Committee listing events and ACCoA staffing assignments for each event.

**
Encourage the ACCoA membership to distribute ACCoA brochures, when 
            appropriate, to sites at which they may be visiting, speaking, or attending meetings.
**
Special Events Committee to continue to attend Events/Expos’s within the 
            Arapahoe County Community as well as host booths at Fairs and Community 
            Events.

Completed this new goal from 2017:
**        Finalize updated version of Speakers’ Bureau Brochure, ACCoA Brochure, and 

            ACCoA logo by graphic designer Rob Nelson

Additional Goals for 2018:

Due to a change in leadership of the Speakers’ Bureau, these goals will be reviewed and addressed at the January, 2018 meeting of the Community Leadership Committee.

Thank You!
In addition to thanking ACCoA officers and committee members and our many volunteer presenters, Krista and Mona, Co-Chairs of the Community Awareness Committee thank the following individuals and organizations for helping to make ours a successful year:

United HealthCare

Nikki Couch, Buck Recreation Center

Julie Magby, Mission Viejo Library (New Contact:  Donna Ralston)

Dustin Goforth, Aurora Central Library

Diane Burridge, Aurora Gateway Rotary Club

Shirl Mabary, Prime Timers

John R. (Bob) Olsen, Programs Director The E-9er’s Association

Alex Beyer, Tallyn’s Reach Library

Eileen Bond, NARFE 

Cheryl Adamson, Malley Senior Center

Sara Shvartzman, MSW, Rodef Shalom
ACCOA STANDING COMMITTEES
Advocacy/Legislative Committee  -  Bob Epstein, Chair
The purpose of this committee is to advocate on issues and legislation affecting seniors in Arapahoe County and to promote educational endeavors.

Community Awareness -  Mona Gardner, Krista Keller Co-Chairs
The purpose of this committee is to solicit a diverse ethnic and economic representation of the 60 plus Community; help meet their needs; partner with other organizations within the County to promote greater cooperation and coordination of needed services; sharing of information; and developing interest in community participation to further increase awareness and advocate for seniors in Arapahoe County.  This committee, with the assistance of Linda Haley, organizes the collection and distribution of non-perishable food items for the Strasburg CARES Food Bank in Strasburg.

Speaker’s Bureau – Mona Gardner, Chair

The Speakers’ Bureau is one of our primary avenues for reaching out to the community and sharing resource information.  It is designed to enable us to share information with seniors and those involved with the care of seniors about the many community services and resources available in Arapahoe County.     


Special Events Committee  -  Krista Keller, Chair

The purpose of this committee is to work as a part of Community Awareness  in an effort to extend the presentation of resource materials to those groups most in need, specifically those who have been  difficult to reach or unidentified in the past.  One section of the committee, headed by Barb Lotze, organizes the collections of holiday gifts for clients of Adult Protective Services.  Members of ACCOA secure one or more names, including the client’s wish list, purchase and wrap the gifts and return them at the November meeting for distribution in early December.

Eastern Plains Committee  -  Linda Haley, Chair
The Eastern Plains co-sponsors the June joint meeting with ACCOA and ACAN.  Tri Valley Seniors continue to be active participants in ACCOA.
Program Committee
  -  Krista Keller, Chair
The purpose of this committee is to schedule presentations at the regular monthly meetings that 

inform and educate the Council on issues pertinent to older adults in Arapahoe County.

Public Safety Committee  -  Scott Sickafoose, Chair
The purpose of this committee is to keep the older citizens of Arapahoe County informed about
 issues and resources relating to their safety and well-being.
DRCOG Advisory Committee on Aging  -  Cathy Noon, Anne Gross, Barbara Boyer ACCoA Representatives
The purpose of this committee is to ensure effective representation on the DRCOG Committee 
on Aging from Arapahoe County.  
Ad Hoc Committee


Ad Hoc Committees are appointed as necessary by the President and report to the President
on a regular basis.  Among these committees are the Review Committee, Nominating Committee
and a possible Retreat Committee.

Review Committee 


The purpose of this committee is to review how grant money is being used in Arapahoe County,
to assess the needs of our service providers and how we might be able to assist them.

Nominating Committee 
The purpose of this committee is to identify members who would be an asset to ACCoA and would
be interested in an Executive Board position.

Meetings

The Arapahoe County Council on Aging met monthly, January through November, on the 4th Monday of the month at Caley Ridge Assisted Living, 9350 E. Caley Avenue, Englewood, CO 80111.  Attendance at meetings during the year has consisted of representatives of organizations, service providers and seniors.  Meeting announcements and minutes are emailed to the membership monthly and meeting dates, times and program information are updated on the website each month.  Meeting minutes are posted on-line as well as telephone and email contact information for the ACCoA office.  

Funding/ Expenses
Funding for ACCOA in 2017 was a $3,000 grant from Arapahoe County
Major expenses for the organization during the year included: 


*
ACCoA Annual meeting 


*
ACCoA/ACAN/Tri-Valley Seniors Association joint meeting


*
Administrative expenses


*
Golden Voice phone services


*
Brochure and Logo design 


*
Brochure printing

*
Donation to Caley Ridge Assisted Living for facility use


*
Post Office Box Rental

Financial Statement is available upon request.

Comments from ACCOA 2017 President Linda Haley
ACCOA continued on the roll from our 2016 new and updated website with a new and updated logo and flyers in 2017 putting us in a much better position to market ACCOA and the Speakers Bureau.  

The Speakers Bureau has been active in 2017 with increasing requests for speakers at locations including the Buck Center, Tallyn’s Reach Library, Mission Viejo Library, Buckley AFB, and many others.  I encourage organizations to check out the list of presentations on ACCOA’s website (www.accoa.info) and take the opportunity to educate seniors and their families about services and issues that may affect them.  

Our community involvement continued this year with our annual food drive for the Strasburg CARES Food Bank.  This is an extremely important project for ACCOA and yielded our largest donation to date.  The donations were delivered on a day when the shelves were nearly empty at the Food Bank and went a long way toward meeting the needs of the 50-60 families who depend on the food bank weekly.  Having made several visits to the food bank this year I am constantly amazed by the number of families and seniors who depend on this food bank for all of their food needs due to the lack of employment and transportation options, and having multiple generations living under one roof with minimal income. 

I want to thank all of the officers, committee chairs, DRCOG delegates and others who volunteer to help keep ACCOA moving forward.  We plan to keep the Speakers Bureau active in 2018 to provide relevant aging related information to our fasted growing segment of population.  We will be conducting our annual food drive for Strasburg CARES Food Bank in 2018 and hope to continue the growth of this project.  
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