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MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of this council is to identify the needs, concerns, and issues of older adults (60 years of age and older) in Arapahoe County.  To plan, advise and advocate for services which will best meet these needs by enlisting, encouraging, cooperating and coordinating within the community.

The Arapahoe County Council on Aging was organized in 1975 as the official spokesman for the county’s older population and to represent agencies and organizations serving older people.  It was founded as a result of the Older Americans Act of 1965 as amended.

2016 OFFICERS
PRESIDENT:    
Linda Haley, Division Manager, Arapahoe County Housing, Community Development, and Senior Resources
VICE PRESIDENT:  
Krista Keller, UnitedHealthcare, Medicare Solutions
TREASURER:    

Karen Christensen, MBA, Your Castle Services, Real Estate Broker
SECRETARY:   

Sarah Cornella, Brain Injury Alliance of Colorado, In Person Case Manager
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PAST YEAR
Held our Annual January “GET TOGETHER” on Monday, January 25th and provided a light lunch prior to the program.  The program for the event was a discussion of services available to seniors in Arapahoe County.  Featured speakers were Mayors and representatives from city governments in Arapahoe County who focused on issues and solutions for meeting the needs of seniors within their communities.   ACCOA Officers and Committee Chairs for 2016 were installed.  
The meeting was held in the dining room of Caley Ridge Assisted Living facility, 9350 E Caley Avenue, Englewood.  
Joined with Adams County Aging Network (ACAN) and Tri-Valley Seniors Association to hold a “Joint Meeting” on June 27th at the Byers American Legion Hall.  The meeting began with a luncheon for all attendees followed by a presentation on “Emergency Services on the Eastern Plains”.  Representatives from the Arapahoe County Sheriff’s Department, Adams Sheriff’s Department and the Byers Fire Department discussed the services available to an audience of approximately 45 spectators. An extended question and answer session followed the presentation.

Increased support of the Arapahoe County Eastern Plains by collecting and delivering substantially more non-perishable items to the CARES Food Bank in Strasburg.  Subsequent to the Annual Joint Meeting in Byers Linda Haley, President of ACCOA, delivered the items that were collected as a part of the Arapahoe County Council on Aging Outreach Program.  In addition to collections from ACCOA members, outside organizations and businesses had been encouraged to contribute to the program.
SPECIAL PROJECTS
Continued to expand the criteria to be developed by ACCOA representatives participating in the ACCOA Speakers’ Bureau.
Increased the number of topics and speakers utilized in the ACCOA Speakers’ Bureau.  

Distributed ACCOA and Speaker’s Bureau brochures to local organizations to be shared with their members and networking contacts.
Initiated modifications of Speaker’s Bureau brochure design, information and logo in order to better clarify and advertise the program.
Sustained the program of Holiday Giving to Disadvantaged Seniors in which clients of Adult Protective Services submit their first names and “wish lists”, ACCOA members select one or more of the names, purchase, wrap and return the gifts at the November ACCOA meeting. The gifts are then distributed to the recipients in December to contribute to their celebration of  the Holidays.
Participated in Senior Health and Resource events throughout the County.

Represented Arapahoe County on the DRCOG Advisory Committee on Aging.  
Members of ACCOA represented Arapahoe County on the DRCOF Advisory Committee on Aging, These individuals kept members updated on funding issues, DRCOG AAA activities and services, affordable housing issues, along with the continued work being done by numerous organizations and DRCOG AAA to help seniors maintain independent living, secure services needed, new programs, and how the ACA was working to improve ACA membership participation to assist DRCOG AAA Staff.  Members worked on various sub-committees including the funding committee that reviews and approves various funding applications and budget recommendations for the State Fiscal year as well as the committee reviewing and restructuring the work of the ACA to provide more support to DRCOG AAA.
Launched a new updated and expanded website providing even more information concerning our services and mission. The website, www.accoa.info, affords public access to various sources of information about ACCoA as well as on-line resources that are available for seniors. The site also provides Speaker’s Bureau program listings for various sites, the ACCoA calendar of events, meeting dates, program topics, list of Officers and Committee Chairs, minutes of past meetings, By-Laws, the Annual Reports, and means of contact.

Maintained an email data base of service providers, vendors and seniors.  During the year, information has been distributed concerning consumer alerts on scams against seniors, the potential effects of budget deficits relative to senior programs, requests for action by agencies,  monthly meeting information and minutes along with appropriate notices relative to senior issues.
Made available resource counseling to callers and email contacts through the ACCoA Administrative Coordinator office and referrals to other agencies. Contacts are made throughout the year by people requesting assistance with everything from locating help with snow removal, housing, transportation, financial assistance for equipment, legal assistance referrals, “bait and switch” problems, and in-home care, to such things as needing “senior friendly” places to meet with other people.  Grown children, family members and concerned friends who live out of state call the ACCOA phone number to determine what resources are available for their seniors living in Arapahoe County.  During the Holidays, there is generally an increase in the number of calls from some seniors who appear to need nothing more than someone to talk to for a few minutes.  Calls and emails are received and returned daily.  In past years the most prevalent request has been for transportation information. 2016 has been the year of housing problems with a substantial number of seniors losing their housing due to dramatically increased rents, many of which have resulted in evictions and a lack of affordable housing.
PROVIDED EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS
January -  
Mayors, City and County representatives spoke of projects, events
and updates relative to the senior issues in their cities.
February -  
Speaker:  Ky Agnew, MA Gerontology, CSA, PASCO Intake Director and Senior Outreach Manager

Topic:   The Certified Nurses Aid (CNA) Family Program

March -
Speaker:  Sarah Cornella MA, Ongoing Care Manager Colorado Access

Topic:   Access Long Term Support Services.

April -
Speakers: Deborah Gonzales Senior Services Librarian from Arapahoe Libraries, Megan Ellis, Outreach and Community Coordinator from City of Aurora, Kay Wilmesher Community Program Manager from Aging Well Resource Center, Krysta Wiggins-Post from Bemis Library-Littleton and a representative from Colorado Talking Book Library. 
Topic:            Library Panel: Discussion of Programs for Older Adults and Views For the Future 
May -

Speakers:    
Hank Braaksma, Director of Transportation Services for Seniors’ Resource Center (known as  County based, multi-program non-profit that serves multiple counties and uses multiple service delivery tools to provide services in a 2500 square mile area. He has over twenty years of experience in managing specialized transportation services; a Community Transit Manager certification from the Community Transits Association of America (CTAA) and was elected as the Colorado State delegate. He was the former Board Chair for the Colorado Association of Transit Agencies (CASTA) and is the immediate past chair and a founding member of the Denver Regional Mobility and Access Council (DRMAC) He is an alumni of the Leadership Jefferson County Program. 

 
Carol Buchanan is DRMAC’s Transportation Resources Specialist. Carol joined DRMAC in April 2012 to help establish and staff DRMAC’s Transportation Information Center. Denver Regional Mobility and Access Council (known as DRMAC) is the regional transportation coordinating council for the Denver Metro area working to achieve a vision of mobility and access for all.
Tex Elam was the first City of Centennial Coordinator of Transportation then the Director of Community Mobility Services, both as a volunteer; the City Alternate Member of the then Southeast Corridor MTA and Chair of their Technical Committee during the TREX Project. He received the then new RTD Champion of Transit Award and Tex Elam Day in the City of Centennial.

Topic:     Transportation providers for Arapahoe County sharing information on what services they provide to seniors.         
June -
Speakers:  Representatives from the Arapahoe County Sheriff’s Department, Adams Sheriff’s Department and the Byers Fire Department 
Topic:  “Emergency Services on the Eastern Plains”.  An extended question and answer session followed the presentation.

July -

Speaker:      Kari Henley, Silvernest Community Relations Director
 
Topic:            Homesharing         
August -
Speakers:    Rachel Denenberg, Volunteers of America RSVP
          
      
Sara Galenbeck, Volunteers of America Foster Grandparents
 
Topic:            VOA Programs  
September -
Speaker:  Dr. John Woodward, a general orthopedic surgeon with special interests in trauma, sports injuries and joint replacement. He currently serves as the Section Chief at the Department of Orthopedic Surgery at Swedish Medical Center. 

Topic: “Meet the Robot, High Tech Relief for Joint Pain and Arthritis”

Does knee, hip pain or stiffness keep you from doing the things you enjoy? Focusing on the Mako Robotic Arm Interactive Orthopedic system, Dr. John Woodward will show you how robot-assisted surgery repairs damaged areas while sparing healthy bone & ligaments. You’ll learn how the approach produces:

· Better surgical outcomes

· Less invasive incisions

· Quicker recovery times

October -
Speaker: Steve Hawley, Vice-President of Sales with Seven Stones

Topic:   “ Re-inventing The (Cemetery) Experience”

November -
Speaker:  Gary Sobol, Founder and Executive Director of the GZ Sobol Parkinson's Network.
Topic:  "Fighting Movement Disorders and Neurological Deficits with Exercise".    
The principal endeavor for the Arapahoe County Council on Aging in 2016 was the ongoing advancement, growth and refinement of the Speakers’ Bureau, The Dynamics of Aging Informational Series.  The ACCOA Speakers’ Bureau is one of our primary avenues for outreach in the community and sharing of resource material not only with those who currently need it but with others who can continue to spread the information.  The Speakers’ Bureau section of the Community Awareness Committee focused on increasing the topics provided by the program along with additional speakers who are well versed in each topic.  The mission statement of the Speaker’s Bureau program is:                                        
The mission of the Arapahoe County Council on Aging (ACCoA) is to identify the needs, concerns, and issues of adults 60 and over in Arapahoe County and meet these needs through education, collaboration and coordination in the community.  This Speakers’ Bureau is designed to share information to groups about the many community services and resources available when older citizens are preparing for dynamic aging or if they are caring for someone in immediate need of information regarding aging.
The Community Awareness Committee consists of:

Co-Chairs:


Mona Gardner, Speakers’ Bureau


Krista Keller, Special Events

Standing Committee:


Barbara Lotze, Contributions Chair



Linda Haley, Eastern Plains Food Bank/Project Chair (ACCoA president)


Larry Clarke, Equity Colorado Real Estate

Sharon Hill, ACCOA Past President          
            Sheila Pizarro, ACCoA Administrator and Member-at-large

SPEAKERS’ BUREAU ACTIVITIES
Buck Recreation Center Programs
These seminars are held on the Second Wednesday of each month, from 11:15 – 12:30 at Buck Recreation Center, 2004 W. Powers Avenue, Littleton, CO 80120.   Participants for the sessions ranged from 6 – 15 persons.  Facilitator for each of the meetings was Mona Gardner.  Refreshments were served by members from various ACCoA membership organizations. 

January:
Arapahoe County Council on Aging (ACCoA).  Presented by Sharon Hill, past-president of ACCoA.  Refreshments provided by United Health Care, Krista Keller
February:
The Healthy Heart.  Presented by Dana Patten, Regional Director of Active Rx. Refreshments provided by United Health Care, Krista Keller
March:
Health Claims & Advertising Lures: Do they deliver? Presented by Barbara Martin-Worley of the 18th Judicial District Attorney’s Office.  Refreshments provided by Dana Patten, Director of Active Rx.

April:
Emergency Preparedness for Seniors.  Presented by George Hellewell of Volunteers of America.  Refreshments provided by Alpha Delta Kappa, Littleton Chapter of Honorary Teachers’ Organization.

May:
Physical Therapy:  Is it right for you?  Presented by Dana Patten, Regional Director of Active Rx.  Refreshments provided by the Littleton Chapter of Alpha Delta Kappa, Honorary Teachers’ Organization.
June:           
Five Wishes.  Presented by Cheryl Neumayer of Brookdale Hospice.  Refreshments provided by Danette Purdy of All State Home Care.

July:       
Wills and Trusts.  Presented by Elizabeth Mitchell, Attorney at Ambler & Keenan LLC.  Refreshments provided by Barbara Boyer of A3 (formerly ACBCO)

August:
Transitioning to a New Home (or not).  Presented by Marti Lederman, owner of Beasy Bee.  Refreshments provided by Ms. Lederman.

September:
Veterans Services.  Presented by Tim Westphal, County Veteran Services Officer.  Refreshments provided by Debbie Hutto, of Caley Ridge Assisted Living.

October:
Medicare 101—A look at the different components of Medicare.  Presented by Krista Keller of UnitedHealthcare.  Refreshments provided by the Littleton Chapter of Alpha Delta Kappa, Honorary Teachers’ Organization.

November:
Latest Advancements in Surgical & Non-surgical Hip and Knee Treatment Options. Presented by Dr. John Woodward, MD of Swedish Medical Center and Stryker Orthopaedics Summit Surgical.  Refreshments provided by Cherry Hills Assisted Living and Memory Care.

December:
The History and Mysteries of Christmas Carols.  Presented by South Suburban Parks & Recreation.  Refreshments provided by Barbara Lotze of Visiting Angels.
Individual Community Programs 

. February:
Buckley Air Force Base (Aurora): Common Frauds & Scams.  Presented by Barbara Martin-Worley of the 18th Judicial Court.  60 participants.


Private Residence (Littleton): Emergency Preparedness for Seniors.  Presented by Kevin Kay, Office of the Sheriff, Arapahoe County. 25 members of Alpha Delta Kappa monthly meeting.

October:
Buckley Air Force Base (Aurora): Veterans Services. Presented by Tim Westphal, Arapahoe County Veterans Services Officer.

A free Series held on the first Saturday of each month, from 1:00 – 2:15 at Mission Viejo Library, located at 15324 E. Hampden Circle, Aurora, CO 80013.

October:
Community-Based Services for Seniors/3-levels of Senior Care.  Presented by Linda Haley from the Division of Arapahoe County Seniors Resources.  

November:
The Truth about Preparing Your Home for “Staying Put”.  Presented by Larry Clarke of Equity Colorado Real Estate.

December:
5-Wishes.  Presented by Cheryl Neumayer of Brookdale Hospice.

Meetings and Community Contacts

Committee Meetings:

(1) August 17:
Koelbel Library (Centennial)

Discussion items: (a) New Organizations to be contacted


Large churches in the area


Denver Coalition for Senior Services


Centennial Citizen’s Newspaper (No response)


Rotary Service Club


Lion’s Service Club


Sunshine Boys (Littleton) E-news


“The Hub” (Denver Post)


Home Owners Groups


Littleton Independent


50-Plus Newspaper


Bemis Library Senior Resource Center


Cherry Hills Community Church, Widows’ Group


Littleton Chapter BS or PEO



    (b)  ACCoA Website


Hired person to rebuild the site so that it can be easily edited 


    by ACCoA Administrator and/or President

(2) September 26:  Caley Ridge Assisted Living Center (Centennial)

Discussion items: (a) Editing & Reformatting the Speakers’ 

Bureau Brochure



      (b) Continued discussion on progress of 

Website changes



      (c) Continued discussion of possible 

Advertising possibilities



       (d) Preparation of the Holiday Giving 

Board (Barbara Lotze)

(3) October 24:
Caley Ridge Assisted Living Center (Centennial)

           Discussion items:  (a) Speakers’ Bureau Brochure


                             (b)  Website

                                         (c)  Members chose from the Holiday





Board

SPECIAL EVENTS ACTIVITIES:
Representatives from ACCoA worked or attended the following special events:

January 25:
Food was provided for the January ACCoA meeting at Caley Ridge.

February:
Alpha Delta Kappa collected food for the Byers, CO Food Bank

March 19:
Koelbel Library Fair--ACCoA members attended event for networking with community partners.

March 30:
Senior Day at the Capitol--Handed out ACCoA and Speakers’ Bureau brochures to various community partners and organizations.


Alpha Delta Kappa collected food for the Byers, CO Food Bank

April 7:
Malley Senior Expo—ACCoA manned a booth where brochures on ACCoA and Speakers’ Bureau were handed out to attendees.

April 22:
Heather Gardens Fair—Handed out ACCoA and Speakers’ Bureau brochures to various community partners and organizations.

Alpha Delta Kappa collected food for the Byers, CO Food Bank

May 3:
Goodson Center Fair—ACCoA manned a booth where brochures on ACCoA and Speakers’ Bureau were handed out to attendees.

May 4:
Buck Recreation Center Fair—ACCoA manned a booth where brochures on ACCoA and Speakers’ Bureau were handed out to attendees.

May 14:
Salute to Seniors (CO Convention Center Mile High Ballroom)—ACCoA members attended event for networking with community partners.

June 21:
Aurora Health Access Senior Forum—ACCoA manned a booth where brochures on ACCoA and Speakers’ Bureau were handed out to attendees.

June 27:
Food provided for annual ACCoA meeting in Byers.

July 28:
World Hepatitis Day—ACCoA members attended event for networking with community partners.

July 29:
Denver Senior Law Day—ACCoA members attended event for networking with community partners.

Expansion of the ‘expert’ speakers and topic listings:

Krista Keller and Mona Gardner, Co-chairs of the Community Awareness Committee 

met with the following ‘speaker applicant experts’ this year:

January:
Melanie Baker-Hood, Life Care Center of America (LCCA)

February:
Alyse Winters, Volunteers of America

March:
Cheryl Neumayer, Brookdale Hospice

May:
Ryan M. Thompson, Mediation Program Coordinator, City of Littleton


Marti Lederman, Owner Beasy Bee (Transitions)


Funeral Consumer Society of Colorado

June:
Steve Hawley and Gretchen Guerra, Representatives of Seven Stones, a


New kind of Cemetery near Chatfield Reservoir.


Stuart Shwartz, Next Step for Seniors

July:
Barbara Jaynes, Positively-Funded, Purpose Driven Project Funding

Report on Community Awareness Goals for 2016 and continued Goals for 2017:

1. Continue to gather contacts and mailings for fraternal and service organizations in the area.  

2. Continue to locate additional places for Speakers’ to share information such as HOA Groups, recreational facilities, and groups representing various cities within Arapahoe County. 
3. Completed the implementation of the series of already chosen programs at Buck Recreation Center, Malley Senior Center, Aurora Senior Center, Buckley Air Base and Mission Viejo Library.
4. Continue to confirm an interest in partnering with (and continuing to partner with) the following entities within the community:

a.  Alpha Delta Kappa, honorary teacher organization, in providing provisions to the CARE Food Bank in Byers, CO. 

b. Heritage Eagle Bend, Aurora  
c. Specialized clubs such as AAUW, League of Women Voters, etc. 

d. Aurora Center for Active Adults, Aurora  
e. Malley Senior Recreation Center, Englewood  
f. Buck Recreation Center, Littleton 

g. Buckley Air Base, (Health & Human Services) Aurora 
h. 50 Plus Market Place 

i. My Prime Time News 

j. Centennial Senior Commission, Centennial 
k. Service Clubs and Churches of Arapahoe County 

5. Continue the  Christmas Giving program provided for seniors in need 

6. Continue -   Speculated Special Events

a.  Strasburg Food Bank, September (Linda Haley, Chair)

b. Christmas Gift Event Oct/Nov (Barb Lotze, Chair)

c.  Marketing Design: ‘Single Event’ flyers for each Speakers’ Series

d. “Eating Event’ at the last meeting of each speakers’ series
7. Continue to market ACCoA 
Continue to combine the Speakers’ Bureau and the Special Events Committees for a    stronger Base-support.  Members of this newly formed committee are:





Larry Clarke, Equity Colorado Real Estate.


Mona Gardner, Speakers Bureau Chair





Krista Keller, Special Events Chair



Sharon Hill, ACCOA Past President





Members-at-Large:  Linda Haley, President of ACCoA

                                                         Sheila Pizarro, ACCoA Administrator

8. Continue to attempt to provide a “Good-Will” Story for the regular monthly ACCOA meeting
9. Completed the update of ACCoA website

Continue to try to form a partnership with the Arapahoe Library System by:

a. Quarterly staffing Arapahoe Library events.  These events need not be focused solely on Seniors. However, Seniors are the priority target.  Because of the reopening, Sheridan Library should be a major focus.

b. Review current library events of which ACCoA may be a part.

c. E-mail Community Awareness Committee listing events and ACCoA staffing assignments for each event.

10. Continue to encourage the ACCoA membership to distribute ACCoA brochures, when appropriate, to sites at which they may be visiting, speaking, or attending meetings.

11. Continue the Special Events Committee attendance at Events/Expos/Resource Fairs within the Arapahoe County Community as well as host booths at Fairs and Community Events.


Additional Goals for 2017:

1. Finalize updated version of Speakers’ Bureau Brochure, ACCoA Brochure, and ACCoA logo by graphic designer Rob Nelson

2.  Continue to provide quarterly Speakers’ Series for:

Buck Recreation Center

Mission Viejo Library

Tallyn’s Reach Library

Rodef Shalom (series are provided here, due to the high number of citizens in Arapahoe County who attended services there)

3.   A Quarterly speakers series could also be provided for:

Aurora Center for Active Adults

Buckley Air Force Base

Malley Senior Center 

Thank You!

In addition to thanking ACCoA officers and committee members, Krista and Mona, Co-Chairs of the Community Awareness Committee thank the following individuals and organizations for helping to make ours a successful year:

Sharon Hill, Past-President of ACCoA

UnitedHealthcare 

Barbara Martin-Worley, 18th Judicial Court

Buckley Air Force Base

Kevin Kay, Arapahoe County Office of the Sheriff

Alpha Delta Kappa, Littleton Chapter Honorary Teachers’ Organization

Dana Patten, Active Rx

George Hellewell, Volunteers of America

Cheryl Neumayer, Brookdale Hospice

Danette Purdy, All State Home Care

Elizabeth Mitchell, Ambler & Keenan, LLC

Kate Williams, Ae

Marti Lederman, Beasy Bee

Tim Westphal, County Veterans Services Officer

Debbie Hutto, Caley Ridge Assisted Living

Linda Haley, Arapahoe County Community Resources

Tim Westphal, County Veterans Services Officer

Dr. John Woodward, M.D., Swedish Medical Center

Erin Ludke, Summit Surgical

Barbara Lotze, Visiting Angels

Nikki Couch, Buck Recreation Center

Cheryl Adamson, Malley Senior Center

Julie Magby, Mission Viejo Library

ACCOA STANDING COMMITTEES
Advocacy/Legislative Committee  -  Bob Epstein, Chair
The purpose of this committee is to advocate on issues and legislation affecting seniors in Arapahoe County and to promote educational endeavors.

Community Awareness -  Mona Gardner, Krista Keller Co-Chairs
The purpose of this committee is to solicit a diverse ethnic and economic representation of the 60 plus Community; help meet their needs; partner with other organizations within the County to promote greater cooperation and coordination of needed services; sharing of information; and developing interest in community participation to further increase awareness and advocate for seniors in Arapahoe County.  This committee, with the assistance of Linda Haley, organizes the collection and distribution of non-perishable food items for the Strasburg CARES Food Bank in Strasburg.

Speaker’s Bureau – Mona Gardner, Chair

The Speakers’ Bureau is one of our primary avenues for reaching out to the community and sharing resource information.  It is designed to enable us to share information with seniors and those involved with the care of seniors about the many community services and resources available in Arapahoe County.     


Special Events Committee  -  Krista Keller, Chair

The purpose of this committee is to work as a part of Community Awareness  in an effort to extend the presentation of resource materials to those groups most in need, specifically those who have been  difficult to reach or unidentified in the past.  One section of the committee, headed by Barb Lotze, organizes the collections of holiday gifts for clients of Adult Protective Services.  Members of ACCOA secure one or more names, including the client’s wish list, purchase and wrap the gifts and return them at the November meeting for distribution in early December.

Eastern Plains Committee  -  Linda Haley, Chair
The Eastern Plains co-sponsors the June joint meeting with ACCOA and ACAN.  Tri Valley Seniors continue to be active participants in ACCOA.
Program Committee
  -  Krista Keller, Chair
The purpose of this committee is to schedule presentations at the regular monthly meetings that 

inform and educate the Council on issues pertinent to older adults in Arapahoe County.

Public Safety Committee  -  Scott Sickafoose, Chair
The purpose of this committee is to keep the older citizens of Arapahoe County informed about
 issues and resources relating to their safety and well-being.
DRCOG Advisory Committee on Aging  -  Cathy Noon, Douglas Bowen, Barbara Boyer ACCoA Representatives
The purpose of this committee is to ensure effective representation on the DRCOG Committee 
on Aging from Arapahoe County.  
Ad Hoc Committee


Ad Hoc Committees are appointed as necessary by the President and report to the President
on a regular basis.  Among these committees are the Review Committee, Nominating Committee
and a possible Retreat Committee.

Review Committee 


The purpose of this committee is to review how grant money is being used in Arapahoe County,
to assess the needs of our service providers and how we might be able to assist them.

Nominating Committee 
The purpose of this committee is to identify members who would be an asset to ACCoA and would
be interested in an Executive Board position.

Meetings

The Arapahoe County Council on Aging met monthly, January through November, on the 4th Monday of the month at Caley Ridge Assisted Living, 9350 E. Caley Avenue, Englewood, CO 80111.  Attendance at meetings during the year has consisted of representatives of organizations, service providers and seniors.  Meeting announcements and minutes are emailed to the membership monthly and meeting dates, times and program information are updated on the website each month.  Meeting minutes are posted on-line as well as telephone and email contact information for the ACCoA office, Officers and Committee Chairs.  

Funding/ Expenses
Funding for ACCOA in 2015 was a $3,000 grant from Arapahoe County and $3,000 from DRCOG
Major expenses for the organization during the year included: 


*
ACCoA Annual meeting 


*
ACCoA/ACAN/Tri-Valley Seniors Association joint meeting


*
Administrative expenses


*
Golden Voice phone services


*
Internet Expenses


*
Website Development


*
Donation to Caley Ridge Assisted Living for facility use


*
Post Office Box Rental

Financial Statement is available upon request.

Comments from ACCOA 2016 President Linda Haley
2016 was an exciting year for ACCOA.  After several years of discussion we were finally able to bring a new website to fruition.  While it is an ongoing project and we continue to work to make it more robust in terms of information, it is a much more usable and friendly website than our old one!  Our monthly meetings continue to be an opportunity for learning through our educational programs and a great opportunity to meet and network with other people and organizations working with seniors. 

Our Speakers Bureau has grown significantly with consistently increasing requests for speakers and provides a great opportunity to educate members of the community, seniors, and their family and friends about needs and resources.

We have continued our important involvement in the community through our two annual service projects.  Our annual food drive for the Strasburg CARES Food Bank yielded an increase in donations of shelf stable goods which are much appreciated by the Strasburg CARES Food Bank as the options for assistance are more limited in the Eastern Plains area.  We also provided Holiday gifts to a group of Adult Protective clients who would otherwise be without gifts at Christmas. 

2017 is developing as another exciting year with a focus on redeveloping our brochures, logo, and marketing materials so that they will reflect updates similar to the website.  We will be continuing with our monthly meetings and programs, service projects and Speakers Bureau in 2017.  We hope to see all of you joining us at meetings throughout the year to maintain ACCOA as a strong voice for seniors in the community.

PAGE  
3

