    ACCoA Meeting Minutes 

Monday, March 28, 2011
Greenwood Village City Hall Community Room

President, Sharon Hill, called the meeting to order at 1:03 p.m. and asked that all participants introduce themselves to the group and explain their affiliation.  

The minutes of the February 28, 2010 meeting were approved with the removal of Sharon Hills name from the Community Awareness committee.  A note was read from the veterans and staff at Fitzsimons thanking the Board and members for donations of clothing, coffee and writing supplies donated to the Colorado State and Veterans Nursing Home at Fitzsimons.
Treasurer, Linda Aluise, stated that the grant application to Arapahoe County was nearly complete and would be presented to them soon.
President, Sharon Hill, invited new attendees to explain their reasons for attending this meeting and mentioned that, besides the educational programs that are offered, this is an excellent place for networking.
Committee Reports

Advocacy/Legislative – Bob Epstein  

Bob updated the group on Legislative activities and bills, mentioning bills that the Governor has signed.  He discussed new health bills that we should be aware of and their progress through the system.
Community Awareness – Barb Lotze & Sheila Woodcock 
Sheila reminded the group that we are asking for donations for various groups throughout the year.  The first quarter of the year has been dedicated to the Colorado State Veterans Home.  Starting in April, we will be collecting food items for the food banks with April and May donations going to local food banks and those from the June meeting going to the Strasburg food bank.
Eastern Plains Committee – Hugh E. Johnson
The new Eastern Plains representative, Hugh E. Johnson, president of Tri-Valley Senior Citizens, attended the meeting and introduced himself.  Linda Haley mentioned that arrangements were moving along well for the annual joint meeting in Byers to be held in June.
Programs –Betty Mergl & Hugh Hilleary

Hugh distributed a listing of the programs scheduled through July, 2011.  He mentioned that Tracy MacDonald, scheduled speaker at the June meeting, has asked for suggestions about issues we would like addressed during her presentation concerning transportation throughout the state.  He explained that we have the yearly joint meeting because Arapahoe County is so large.  In order to embrace the Eastern Plains, Tri-Valley and Adams County group, we meet together during the Byers June meeting so that everyone can be included.  Adams County and Arapahoe County are contiguous in that area and the meeting is an attempt to encompass everyone involved.
Public Safety – JD Wystra
JD was unable to attend.
Special Events – Kathy Turley  

Kathy was unable to attend the meeting.  Cheryl announced that, due to a scheduling conflict with the Aurora Safety Fair, the 2011 Senior Resource Day would be held on September 30th rather than October 14th.  Cheryl described our Senior Resource Day, exhibitors, number of guests, and the program presented.
DRCOG Advisory Committee on Aging – Cathy Noon, Joe Halpern, Michelle Clopton   .  

Cathy said that the committee had not met during the month.  Joe told us that they would be having a funding meeting on April 1, and would be going over allocation of funds for the year.  They do not expect major changes in funding this year but are concerned about the future.  
Cathy said that the municipal and county leaders had an informative presentation on aging presented by DRCOG.  She will forward this information to the ACCOA secretary, who will distribute it to our email data base.  It was mentioned that transportation is a recurring item that is always high on the list of needs for seniors.  There was a discussion of the problems involved.  Joe stated that they are starting to attempt to make transportation entities more accessible by encouraging them to work together in their coverage.
New Business:  
There was no new business.
The meeting was adjourned by Sharon Hill at 2:27 pm.
Speaker:  
Amir Stephens, Officer for Arapahoe County Sheriff Department
Topic:
Crime tips for our elderly to reduce the threat and fear of crime and the chances of victimization … to improve the quality of life
