    ACCoA Meeting Minutes 

Monday, July 25, 2011
Greenwood Village City Hall Community Room

President, Sharon Hill, called the meeting to order at 1:03 p.m. and asked that all participants introduce themselves to the group and explain their affiliation.  

The minutes of the May 23rd meeting were approved as written.  There were no minutes for the June 27 meeting held at the American Legion in Byers since it was the annual joint meeting between ACCoA, ACAN and The Tri-Valley Seniors Association.  The speaker, Tracy MacDonald, Statewide Planning Manager, Colorado Department of Transportation, gave an overview of CDOT transportation plans in Colorado including those that affect the 70,000 elderly in Arapahoe County.  She discussed transportation issues and answered questions and concerns of the fifty-three attendees.  
Treasurer, Linda Aluise, said that we had received a check for two thousand dollars from DRCOG and were starting to receive payments for Senior Resource Day.
President, Sharon Hill, had received information that Governor Hickenlooper had proclaimed August 1st thru 6th as Lifelong Learning Week and discussed the importance of keeping your mind as active as possible while aging.  She announced that on June 20th ACCOA was represented at a Resource Fair at the Southglenn library along with a number of other organizations.  Sharon will be speaking at the Dry Creek Sertoma Club about library programs for older Americans as well as ACCOA, distributing information and brochures.
Committee Reports

Advocacy/Legislative – Bob Epstein  

Bob discussed Legislative Committees that are meeting and various plans that will be submitted when the Legislature is in session.  He said the Senior Lobby is monitoring the debt limit situation in Washington D.C. and the potential effects of the program to seniors.  

Community Awareness – Barb Lotze & Sheila Woodcock 
Barb explained that all non-perishable food items donated during the previous quarter were delivered to the Cares Food Bank in Strasburg following the joint meeting in June.  She thanked the group for their donations this quarter and explained that we will donate to the Medicaid nursing homes.  She suggested that we might pick up things at the Dollar Stores for donations.
Eastern Plains Committee – Hugh E. Johnson
Hugh said that the Tri-Valley Seniors Association enjoyed hosting the joint meeting in June and agreed that it was a good meeting.
Programs –Betty Mergl & Hugh Hilleary

Hugh highlighted the program schedule for the rest of the year, mentioning that Jill Lysengen will be presenting a new program on Arthritis next month.  
Public Safety – JD Wystra
JD discussed some of the scams perpetrated against seniors and stressed how good these people are with their schemes.  He explained that once the money goes out, it cannot be retrieved.  JD and Mason discussed additional problems involved with these crimes. 
Special Events – Kathy Turley  

Kathy announced that she is a newly appointed member of the Centennial Senior Commission and discussed the Commission.  She talked about the ACCOA Senior Resource Day, Pathways to Wisdom, to be held September 30th, and encouraged everyone to help distribute flyers that will be available next month.  Sharon reminded the group that there is cost assistance available to not-for-profit organizations if they do not have the funds available for table rental.
DRCOG Advisory Committee on Aging – Cathy Noon, Joe Halpern, Michelle Clopton    

No members of the DRCOG Advisory Committee on Aging were able to attend the meeting.  
New Business:  
The scheduled speaker, Dan Daly, Director, State of Colorado Aging and Adult Services 

Division, was unable to attend the meeting.  Hugh explained the numerous functions and 

responsibilities of that Division.
Mona Gardner announced that she has access to some walkers, wheelchairs, etc. that are available for use by someone who needs them.  Linda Aluise said that the Buck Center has a closet of similar items available for loan as does the Littleton United Methodist Church.

Additional meeting time was utilized by all attendees to discuss numerous issues related to seniors and to network with each other.

The meeting was adjourned by Sharon Hill at 2:11 pm.
